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Sir ALEXANDER -piex, Hare 0 


«a & 


AN your , Lecbeſte 1 with the a 
cheerfulneſs preſent you the diſcourſe. 


I preached at the funeral of your much 
honoured relation——my never to be for= 
_ gotten Governor and Friend, Sir BASIL 
KerTH, 


Yow Genify your hopes, that it may 
have been printed here. Lady KRITn's 
concern was doubtleſs too weighty upon 
Her to think of it — and our aſſembly, 
having voted a very noble monument to 
perpetuate his memory, I ſuppoſe Manght 
mot ſufficient, 


bY 


vi DE DIC AT ION. 


If at this late period. you ſhould never- 
theleſs, be of opinion, that there is any 
thing in it, worth che public attention 


either for the honour of our departed 


Friend; or the influence a ſubject of it's 
momentous nature, may have on the affec- 
ons and reſolution of a' ſerious reader, 
in this age of infidelity and difipation—— 
though compoſed for this particular ſpot 
(in the fond hopes that the minds of the 
great ones of our Iſland on this warm ard 
propitious moment, might be brought to 
recollect that Rx LION and VIRTUE, for 
want of their better examples, were the 
chief mourners here) the world is welcome 
1 


I have only, in that caſe, an apology om 


my own account to make. 


Religion and the public ordinances 
being here at the loweſt ebb, I have cuſ- 
tomarily, on occaſions, when common de- 

, cency has drawn our better people to 
church, ſtrove in my compilations, to throw 
as 


as many doctrines, which can yield reflec- 
tion, together; as the compaſs of a Sermon 
can well allow. It was the caſe here. 
Bat tho' I was fully explicit, for the learn- 
ed —opulently educated—and libetal con- 
gregation, for whom I compoſed it yet 
thoroughly ſenſible am I, much is want- 
ing to fatisfy the minds of ſome flow and 
ſcrupulous readers ; who wou'd much ra- 
ther have one point, critically and mi- 
nutely handled—and the more eſpecially 
ſo, when the matter may be thought to > 
claſh with ſectarian opinions. A reflection 1 
alſo which broods on my mind no ſmall ap- 
prehenfion—when I muſt well know, that 
many of my late reverend and eloquent Fa- 
thers, Friends amongſt you, will with re- 
gret be of this opinion too. And from this 
very quarter I am ſtill further ſolicitous 
that the conciſeneſs, which I found myſelf 
obliged to purſue, on ſo copious a ſubject ; 
has neceſſarily given to ſome paſlages a 
turn of freedom and boldneſs, which may 
not be altogether pleaſing to thoſe whoſe 
manner of thinking is more cloſe and cau- 
tious.— But to all theſe, I muſt alſo add, 


That 


| 
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vii DEDICATION. 


That the riatural genius of a people breath- 
ing this airy elevating region, is ſo lively— 
ſo quick. and penetrating, that the grave, 
polemick reaſonings of deep divinity would 


only have led to inattention and diſguſt. 


That this apology may be accepted 
and that it may ſatisfy yourſelf in particu- 
lar, 1 is the ſincere wiſh of 


it; | 
Vour much obliged; . 
and faithful Servant; 
J. LIN DSAV. 


Faure St. Jago de la Vega. 
January 1, 1780. 
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Set thine Houſe in Order for thou 2 bi. 


My Dear BRETHREN, 


OULD to Heaven this melancholy preſ- 

ſure to thoughts on eternity may have as 

happy an effect on us, as this awful death fraught 

meſſage of the prophet had on the King 

to drive us unto God: for then, were our houſe - 
but ſet in order—whether God ſhould be plealed 
to lengthen our days, would matter but little— 
ſeeing enlightened as the good King was, we un- 

der the golpel have better hopes than his. 


* ſhall not now take up your time in conſider- 
ing with critical punctuality the circumſtances 
of this ſpecial notice, as they related to Hezekiab 
> We have too affecting a call at preſent, to 
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bring them home to ourſelves! —— And what 
avails the excuſe that your paſtor 1s not a pro- 


phet to charge you with the meſſage? To what 
purpole the tender caution of our friends in 


hiding from our ſight their unavailing tears? Or 


what excuſe can we poſſibly make far our want 
of preparation, ſeeing every thing around us re- 
minds us of our tranſitory ſtate, 


If the power of phyſic * the tears of friends, 


could have kept in life—or could my poor 


prayers have lengthened days; the once bright 
light of our land had been burning ſtill-and 
perhaps, we ourſelves, unalarmed by this affecting 
occaſion, might have, too ſecurely been turned 
from ſo fſalutary—ſo heavenly an injunction as 
this—Set thine Houſe in Order for thou ſhalt die! 


And what in our preſent circumſtances are we 
to learn from hence? O much!—much valuable 
treaſure may 1n theſe few words of wide extent 
be found Following the mode of ſchool- men, 
I might launch abroad on the wide ocean of po- 
Jemic ſcience: and might meet every article of 


civil economy for the body, with a fellow prin- 


* His excellency during his illneſs had the aſſiſtance of two able 


phyſicians, beſides three others of the faculty, who as particular 
friends, ſcarce ever left the fide of his bed. | 


ciple 
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ciple of faith, regarding the ſoul. But as tit 
ſublime prophet brings all that is neceſſary to 


well dying under the ſimple conception or vie 
of ſetting our houſe in order; I will not, if Polfi⸗ 
ble carry a thought beyond his ** c 


And although moſt aſſuredly 20 manage our 60 
Fairs in this life, in a proper manner, while: houſe 


and life are ours; under the influence of faith in 
Cbriſt; is the road in which lies the greateſt. liks« 
libood of meeting with happineſs in another—and' 


which I make my principal conſideration, —Yet 
there are; 


Many obſervations, which naturally ive from 
a ſerious reflection on this ſolemn injunction 


and in a doctrinal way. 


Some ſpeculations offer themſelves. 
Some hiſtorical anecdotes, too, will ariſe in the | 
courſe of our meditations.—And, 


Some apologies ; Which may not 1 unworthy | 


the notice—even of ſo polite a congregation as 
this; 


Few eulogifts as I. have fo reſpectable an au- 


dience to addreſs, -Few, ſuch a friend to praiſe ! 


—But I hope, I ſhall not forget the dignity of 
this chair—and from divine inflrution degenerate 
into ſublunary panegyrick—I come to drop a 


tear of tiene not to offer the incenſe of adu- 


r lation 


| C 18: ): 
lation to the memory of our virtuous ruler; 
And my firſt leſſon, O ye ſons of pleaſure, is in 
compliment to you—and an important one it is; 
though in ſome lights obnoxious to the zealot. 
The ftrongeſt ray that beams from our text, 
points to life; and to the good things of life 
too: ſhews them to be God's bleſſings—bleſſ- 
ings, we have neither liberty to negle&, nor 
power to deſpiſe; whether conſidered as enſlav- 
ing the ſoul; or in their conſequence, as thorns 
to the fleſh, 8 n 


Honours, Riches, and Pleaſures ; ; are 4oubrleſs . 
enjoyments of the mind—and thoſe moroſe, ſour- 
fouled ſaints ; who, finner-like, though in diffe- 
rent modes, coofound the ideas of pleafure with 
thoſe of vice—endeavouring to pleaſe God, by 
calling auſterities, devotion : ate blindly ignorant 
—and Chooſe to be ſo—that our paſſions (which 
are honours birth place, and pleaſures field of action) 
are given us by Heaven's own gracious will- to 
foceren the many nauſious draghts of human 
ſlavery, Even thoſe paſſions which. ſtand ready 
barb'd for miſchief—are but as the brandiſhed 
ſpear in the ſoldier's hand harmleſs, if not forced 
upon—nor can fell revenge or hatred, be leſs ne- 
ceſſary to our preſervation, than poiſon to the 

timid aſp, or quills upon the peaceful porcu · 
Pw: All impropriety of the paſſions, lies in 
dhe 


1 
the abuſe T hoſe of the pleaſurable kind, are 
but as lightſome inns through our pilgrimage; 
which Nature's God intends ſhall allure us on to 
more intenſe and intellectual enjoyments: And 
that zealot, who would doggedly refuſe or ne- 
glect, the prudent and proper bounded uſe of 
our pleaſurable paſſions, is as abſurd as the diſ- 
ſatisfied enthuſiaſt, who would refuſe on his 
death · bed the apothecary's cordial; leſt reviving 
his burdened ſpirits, and catching another glance 
of God's good world, he ſhould have obtruded 


en his pious mind, one other with for length mw 
days. 


And nh then our good HEZ EKIAH to blame 
in this—when he turned his face to the wall 
and prayed for life with all the pleaſures of it 
in view—and weeping ſore at parting with them? 
Surely no.---God at leaſt thought, or ſeemed to 
think othetwiſe : for he heard his prayer—and 
not only bleſſed Jaiab's lump of figs, as the 
medicine for his recovery—but as a proof that 
his life (even in this tabernacle) was precious, 
and ſtill valuable in his ſight; he was graciouſly 
pleaſed to vouchſafe the greateſt miracle (ſince 
the creation of our ſyſtem. itſelf ) that ever was 


granted to weak minds, to let their hearts at 
reſt, 


EEE 
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(WJ). 
And this doctrinal obſervation, natufally points 
to another—and which indeed the ſad ſolemnity 


of this day, brings forward to the view. This 


part of Hezekiab's ſtory, offers a moſt ſerious 
warning to all thoſe, Who too rigidly adhere to 
Il digeſted opinions in the /alufary doArine of 


Predeſtination: and thereby oft-times negle& 
the uſe of means and helps to recovery, till it 18 
too late.“ To hero's in the day of battle, this 


view of the doctrine may be comfortable — tis 
not care or medicine there, will ſhield them —— 


But on a ſick bed, where Nature, ſtrugelings 
calls for the aid of art: and where Care's atten. 


tion, has done ſo many wonders:—when we ſee 
even from the inſtance of Hezekiah before us, 


that fervent prayer has altered the apparent pur- 
poſes of God againſt us—what ſtronger can 


militate againſt the error, of following too ſtrict- 
ly, a doctrine which is not only too deep for any 


knowledge in us: but which in its confequences 


may with danger infect the public, 


Again, —Looking onward through our text, 
it yields another leſſon of onee p/ain—now in- 


Ideas of curend being in every circumſtance and purpoſe: 
of life p9/itively predeſtinated ; it is faid led to the death of our 
late Gov. Sir WILLIAM TRELAWNY as well as Sir B. Keith: 
for both permitted the viſits of their phyſicians, as friends and 
gentlemen 3 but not to preſcribe—till they had not power, to 
hinder it, | ö 

tricate 


16 


tricate theology, viz. That Iſaiah (upon bis 


viſitation of the ſick) unlike the prieſt- craft, ob- 


truded now upon departing ſpirits, troubles not 


the King, about any liſt of long confeſſjonals— 
neither to ſpread all his fins before God nor 


which is as impoſſible, to whiſper them to his 


prieft, To ſet his worldly affairs in order 


which had, no doubt, been much neglected in 


the midſt of his attention to the Lord's work, 


in the reformations of Judab, after the wicked 
and diſtreſſing reign of Anaz his father: as well 
as his own glorious conduct in the recent blaſ- 


phemous invaſions of SENNACHER1B the King of 


Aria to put his family, I ſay, in order, ſeems 


then the gracious deſign of the prophet's meſſage 


from God—for as to his ſoul, the holy miniſter 


of preparation has not a motion to propound. 
Such as his life had been in this world, looking 
to the Meſſiah, ſuch (it would ſeem he thought) 
would be his {pirit's reception in the next. 


Much indeed, ſince, has been made of GuacR 
Ettthe free cRAcE-the wnmerited GRACE of God 
which, however ſtrange to think (if we can cre- 
dit the legends and traditions of men) has in- 
dulgently been obtained in common; by lucky 


circumſtances in the converſions of ſome from 


ſharp acts of penitence in others—or weeping 
contritions, on che ſympathetick touch of ſome 
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diſguſting accident—nay, pious, faintly looking 
upon a crols, even at the point of death,—what- 
ever has been their life — All however, wound 
up, by large contributions to the pious purpoſes 


ON God's church—and God's nnen 


Far be it from me, to lefſen the done of 
God's infinite o ARE and rA Vον]n - only wiſh 
that thoſe hoary gownmen, who call themſelves 
by God's name, as of bis family would be fo 
obliging as to ſweep away the rubbiſh they have 
thrown upon it; that plain chriſtians like us, 
may not be ſo often confounded, confuſed, miſ- 
taken — and, perhaps, ruined about it — Sweep 


away the thouſands of volumes they have peſter- 
ed our brains withal, about ſo plain and unme- 


taphiſical an idea as God's moſt gracious favour, 
The potter, no doubt, of his clay. may form 
himſelf a veſſel, to an honourable, or diſhonour- 


able purpoſe, as at the inſtant he may be mind- 


ed - but ſurely we are little at liberty to ſuppoſe, 
that after the veſſel is formed - and perfect—at 


leaſt free from ſuch blemiſhes, as would marr 


the purpoſes of its formation; that he would 
capriciouſly dafh it into non- exiſtence again 
much leſs ought we to preſume, that after the 
potter has found his pitcher imperfect on the 
wheel—and turns out neither creditable in its 
formation, or profitable in its uſe ; that he ſhall 

| never- 


Px 


nevertheleſs place it up high in his hall, as an 


ornamental vaſe, o or r faſhionable urn —ſurely 
not. 


o 
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But underſtand me right. Nor let the jealous 


eyed faithful ſtumble here; as if I meant to ſhew 


a way to Heaven through works alone.. 
For ever precious be Chriſt's purchaſe held! F or 
ſhould nor his mercy hold up the plummet, when 
God's juſt Judgement is the line; all having 
come ſhort of the glory of God,“ what fleſh of it- 

ſelf, and its own merits can be juſtified in his pure 
fight ?——Far'hence then be the thought that 
the merits of man can ever leſſen the value of ihe 


Redeemer's blood! Ts 5 


Fr. Pau as well as Ian the brother of our 


Lord, argue well to this purpoſe—both allow 
that the efficacy of faith reſts firm on the me- 
rits of Chriſt : but both carefully introduce our 


own examplary converſations and good works as 


the threſhold at leaſt to any door of hope we 
that quarter, t Let the righteous, therefore, g 


to reaſon, before he talks ſo boldly of his Fit. 


—Like works, it is of a very general and unde» 


5 2 Rom. iii. 3. „ 
1 Rom. ii. 6.—iii. 31. Compare with X. 2, 3.—Eph. iis 
3, 9, 10. — Heb. vi. 7 to 12. — Heb. x. 24 to 27.—=Titug 
kite 8.—James i, 22, 235 26, 27,—l1, 17 to 26, 
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3 
fined ighification, whatever the definitions of 
ſchoots, councils arid churches have made of it 
Sand the Lord of faith himſelf repreſenteth it 
ſo. To Bartimeus he ſayeth ſimply—Thy faith 
bath made thee whole:* St, Peter again he chides 
for having too little of it—O thou of little faith, 
wherefore didſt thou doubt: to the poor Greek 
on the cure of her daughter—O woman great 1s 
thy faith :+ But to the centurion ſtill more 
have not found fo great faith, no not in Iſrael | 
*Tis remarkable too, that on the cure of the lu- 
natiek, our Saviour there oppoſeth faith to un- 
belief —'tis becauſe of your unbelief , for if * bad 
| faith, nothing would be impoſſible to.you F_ 


"Again altho? Chriſt had given to his Apoſ- 

tles and firſt_ miſſionaries the greateſt aſſurance 
of their having power over every thing through 
faith that when they ſhould call for the in- 
viſible power of Heaven, in his name, to con- 
firm their miſſions, let them be but ſtedfaſt in 
their confidence of God's aſſiſtance, and they 

ſhould not fail even to remove mountains, as a 
proof of their authority: yet no ſuch power 
hath been lodged at faith's call, in any age ſince 
the primitive, BE. we : proteſtants know any 


80 Mark x. 1 Matt. xiv. 31h XV. 4 —1 . 
ts] xvii. —- xxi. 21. 
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thing of. Nor has language been able through 


the pens of the moſt inſpired writers, to give us 
even the ſmalleſt intimation of its nature.“ 


If I durſt venture to ſpeculate on ſuch myſteri- 


ous powers— perhaps it was the firſt fruits of the 


Holy Spirit of God, which was afterwards more 


publickly manifefted—It was, perhaps the very 


leading ſpirit of the Comforter within them, who 
at proper and pertinent ſeaſons of goſpel pur- 


poles, intimated to them by inviſible interpo- 
fition that his heavenly aid was with them; to 
bring that to paſs, which they through the mo- 
tion of the ſame ſpirit, ſhould announce to the 


ſtubborn world, But this is by no means that 
ſaving faith, in which we are concerned—Blind | 


ig 


Tie nth, our notice here that in this light only, when 

proofs of their miſſion might be needed, they underſtood this 
power to have been given them—a power, too, not to be uſed 
in their ſocial, but their miniſterial functions only. And accord- 


ingly we have not one inſtance through their whole . hiſtories, 
where in perſonal diſtreſs, or affluence; or in danger as to their 


6201 or even their churches ſecurities for power ;_ they ever called | 


forth the aſſiſtance of Heaven, to counteract, what might ſeem to 


be the general purpoſes and permiſſion of Providence. And we 


find alſo, that when the ſafety of their perſons from the civil 
powers was neceſſary; God of himſelf immediately appeared. 
We alſo may obſerve, that the apoſtles underſtood the nature of 
their powers, through faith, to be certain, but the ſtrength of it 


only fizurative: Like the camel in the zeedle*s eye, they no more 
thought of over-turning empires or mountains, than they doubt- 


ed of a virtuous rich man geting into Heaven.—All their mi- 


xacles were rather convincing through a fervour, than forcing 
through fiery —_ 


Bartimeus, 
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Bartimeus, the poor Syrophenician mother, the 
polite centurian, all had their errands; and their 
errands were temporal. —Like them, too, were 
the ten lepers; of whom one only poſſeſſed the 
leaſt tincture of goodneſs : and ſurely the un- 
gracious xine, are not to be accounted as faith- 
ful children of paradiſe, becauſe the all-gracious 
Jeſus, was pleaſed for their imple faith in his 
preternatural power, to make them fit for the 
ſociety of their friends on earth, No, Theſe, in- 
deed, are acts of faith—and gained their pur- 
poſes, without being accompanied by good works 
(mere temporal favours, permitted for goſpel 
purpoſes): But a faith, which as a reward will 
carry one into the abodes of bliſs, muſt produce in 
us tempers correſpondent to ſuch a ſtate of hap- 
pineſs—And, aſſuredly, will he find himſelf moſt 
fatally deceived, who truſts that his bare belief 
in Jeſus Chriſt, will carry him into the realms 
above, while he may be loaded with offences 
both againſt divine and human laws, 


It is true, we have an extraordinary inſtance 
of a ſcemingly oppoſite doctrine to this in the 
expiring thief— and it is too much relied on by 
expiring penitents at this very day, for an in- 
ſtance which ſtands fo ſingle, I ſay too much 
relied on—for when we recolle& that our Lord, 
was himſelf at that time ſuffering from a ſpirit 


of 
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of party and tumult—without guilt—and with- 
out evidence of it; that unfortunate ſufferer, 
too, might have been deſerving of a better fate. 
But aſſuredly, from the little that hiſtory has left, 
Either of the religious or civil demerits of that 
perſon, we have but little right from our Lord's 
acceptance of him in particular, to conclude in 
general, that God: will behold with favour (or 
with grace, if that ſhall be thought the better 
word) the perſon who hath more merited his 
diſpleaſure, If we have occupied well our day 
and generation—if we have lived wel! under the 
influence of faich—and left our houſe in order, 
we deſerve well we ſhall at beſt, indeed, make bur 
unprofitable ſervants; but if we ſhall have done our 
beſt - properly ſpeaking done it—we may look up 
with courage : for God never will withhold that 
grace or fayour we ſhall in the general have de- 
ſerved, to puniſh in particular ſome ſmall failings 
 —ſuch as are here ſo rigorouſly condemned in 
our religious Hezekiah—But of this in particular, 
we ſhall more fully conſider, as we proceed, 


Much on this topic of grace and faith, might 
have thankfully perhaps been omitted Few in 
our days, I fear, wiſh to hear of it at all—Bur 
that is the very reaſon I have choſen to call up 
your attentions to it, on ſo awakening and ſo 

"crouded 
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crouded an occaſion, ———Examine well your 
hearts——Beware you are not ſhipwrecked with 
ſhoals of modern-moraliſts, upon the fair lookx- 
ing banks of Virtue and Good Works alone— 
the meer attainments of the old law, without the 
graces of the new—PFor when too late you will 
find your houſes but wretchedly ſet in order. 


I know many who, from the delufive argu- 
ments of our late ingenious infidels, can ſpeak 
with overflowings of eloquence upon moral vir- 
tues—and happy for ſuch were it, if our $aLva- 
TION could be worked out, by the dint of ſuch flou- 


riſhing plauſibility—But, in good truth, thoſe 


who are found really to poſſeſs true and genuine 
virtue, are ever modeſt in recitals of good | deeds; 
while thoſe who are wanting, reſemble thoſe moſt 
who cry out, Lord! Lord! the loudeſt? I know 
it will be ſaid, that PL Aro, and Socr aTEs, and S- 
NECA—andſome few more of the antient worthies, 


knew not either Chriſt or his faith; and yet muſt 
be happy as they have deſerved to be——and, no 


doubt, permit me to add, in ſome of Heaven's 
manſions too. But I muſt affirm likewiſe, that 
though they had not the law of Gop, they ated 


ſtrictly up to the law of nature, which God had 


written in their hearts:—and I will venture from 
their writings to ſay of them further=that they 
never 


=D 
never wanted their times of ejaculation their 
meditations on Nature's God their adorations, 
(perhaps even to proſtration itſelf) befote the 


deity of their belief.— So alſo, our King Heze- 


kiah, under the Moſaic diſpenſation, knew not 
dlearly either Chriſt, or a chriſtian's laws But 


conſider well his addreſs to God; when by turn 


ing his face, from his friends to the wall, he re- 
tired to God and himſelf : and you will find more 


truſt and faith in Heaven's protection, than in 
the vittues of his own life; although, indeed, 
thoſe virtues were the merits, upon which he 
pleaded. Little credit is therefore due to thoſe 
who contented with an hiftorical faith alone; 
| boaſt on the ground of moral virtues, without 


alſo ſhewing in both life and converſation, thoſe 


ſigns of grace, which will always attend a real 


love and attachment to God and his intereſts 


Such worthies, like the fair blowing tulip, well 
deſerve a place in Eden, ſet apart for all its va- 


riations : but wanting that ſweet perfume, which 
moſt inhances the value they ne'er, perhaps, 
may find themſclves ſo highly favoured, as deck 


the boſom of faithful Abram. 


| Now, a1 with not to be miſunderſtood in ſa 
eſſential a point of doctrine, permit me a word 
or two more upon it. It is a ſubject in which 
the devotee, is pt to be too ſcrupulous, and the 


moraliſt a 


( 44 1 
moraliſt over vain. Erroneous. both, Had we 


been created for God alone I mean, ſimply to 
adore, and praiſe him for exiſtence the recluſe 


and devotee may be right; and happieſt he, whoſe 
conſtitution can beſt bear out the extreme diſ- 


cipline of both public and private devotion: but, 
created alſo for ſociety, (as moſt evidently we 
are) deſigned, not only for God's glory, to ſerve 
and aſſiſt each other in the various lines of that 
wide field of intercourſe, which providence has ſo 
harmoniouſly interwoven— then moſt aſſuredly, 
to neglect or make light of the good offices and 


duties of that ſociety, to fill them up with the 
pious and inward workings of faith alone, can 


never be fully pleaſing nor acceptable to ſociety's 
great founder. But let not on this point of view 
the moraleſt exult. He had better learn the dif- 
ference between good works and gay inſigniſicancy 
For moſt of our ſticklers for good works and 


the religion of Nature, ſeem not to have—indeed 


cannot have any other ground of hope, than nega- 
tive worth— that they have not been vicious — 


perhaps only not exceeding vicious — or not 
worſe than ſeveral in the community, who have 


preſerved through life, both rank and eſti- 


mation, I ſpeak freely, my brethren, on this 
ſcore—And I muſt beg permiſſion to do ſo. The 
religion of Nature being not only a prevailingly 
fond ſyſtem, in this tropic of indolence : and 


ſeeming of itſelf to efface every trace both of re- 
ligion 


. 1 3. 


ligion and fair honeſty; is a conſideration, which 


will preſently appear to have neceſſarily preced- 
ed ſome ſolemn thoughts concerning our own 
appearing in another world, with which J mean to 


conclude our preſent meditations—— Now, whar, 
I pray you, to ſpeak honeſtly, are all our works 
of virtue and good fellowſhip; which we have the 
aſſurance under the ſpecious pretext of Natüte's 
religion, to prefer to devotion, and the immediate 


ſervice of Nature's God? What are they ?— 


Let me aſk your hearts the queſtion--for 1 wiſh 


your hearts would give the anſwer—l cannot 


As a chriſtian! I am aſhamed to enumerate them: 


—As a'man! I would not wiſh to ſtain the image 
I am honoured with—to draw a picture of huma- 
Pauſe in the recollection, 
my dende A being theſe—T for my part, know 


nity ſo centaur-like 


but very few inſtances amongſt us, of good actions, 
which originate from principles of true religion, 


unadulterated with the leaven either of the ſcribe 
or the POIs | 


Set thine Bouſe i in order for thou ſhalt die, 


This portion of ſcripture informs us of another 
very valuable - but little ſtudied, and ill-digeſted 
leſſon. We read, that he who offendeth in one 
point, offendeth in all But ſurely our rigid chocs 
men, have fought with great ingenuity to cafry 

D this 
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this doctrine much farther than the apoſtle him- 
ſelf. ever intended:—and though many of our 
learned expoſitors, have taken advantage of He- 
zekiah's hiſtory, to fix as an axiom, what is not 


only in theory, but alſo in practice exceedingly 


diverſified—I hope, notwithſtanding all theſe, 1 
ſhall be able to ſhew from the books of this hiſ- 


tory, taken together—to the honour of our reli- 


gion—that not for one, nay, nor for many peculiar 
tranſgreſſions, ſhall a general life of goodneſs and 
virtue be neglected In juſtice, therefore, to the 
memory of many, I hope, happy departed ſpirits, 
though (by zealous and holy, yet ſtill human au- 
thority) pictured in a fearful ſtate—robbed of 
every thing they may on refiection be happy in; 
and even refuſed, in the moſt bigot terms, a 
ſeat in paradiſe, for a few ſlips, or miſtakes in this 
imperfect ſtate, — In juſtice to thoſe, I ſay, and 
in ſatisfaction to you—permit me, in my way to 
read you the life of Hezekiah. I ſhall not in 
my epitome recede a jot from the original: and 
if I may entertain ſome, perhaps, I may edify 


others. 


About the time that Hezekiah (through the 
wonderful interpoſition of Providence in the camp 
of Aſſyria) had delivered his country from the 
boaſting and idolatrous invaſion of Sennacherib 
of Nineveh; he was ſeized by a mortal diſeaſe. 


He: 


(. 27) 


—He pleaded with the Almighty the merits of his 


opment I beſeech thee, O Lord, remember now, 
e in my diſtreſs, how I have walked before thee 
ein truth, and with a perfect heart; and have done 


* that which was good in thy: fght””—— The 
Mencrrur heard his prayer—and granted him a 
_ prolongation of life for fifteen years. And further, 
to make his heart eaſy with regard to ſo long a 
reſpite, and that even in three days ſhort round, 
he ſhould allo be able to go up unto the houſe of 
the Lord; God as a ſign of his acceptance, turned 

| back the ſun's ſhadow on the dial of Ahaz, ten de. 


-Omniſcient director 


of thy creation 55 could it be hid from thee, 
that this very ſign graciouſly granted thy ſervant, 
as the reward of his prayer; ſhould ſo ſpeedily be- 
come the diſgrace of his own life, and the ruin of 
the family of Judah, Myſterious reflection! 


Time ſufficeth not to enter with the Caſviſt into 
ſeveral points of ſpeculation which offer here— 
one circumſtance, however, is of leading conſe- 

' quence, Had God been minded to work like our 

Papal dealers in miracles, he might have ſo or- 

dered, by ſome partial reflections or refractions in 

the atmoſphere, that the return of the ſhadow for 


the King's ſatisfaction, might have been on the 
dial of Ahaz only, without an univerſal interrup- 


tian in the general courſe of things But when 


the 
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the Eceaton himſelf as; *tis alike to influence the 


whole machinery of nature, as one ſimple wheel— 
"tis done—and the deep aſtronomers of Caldea and 
Babylon, amazed - confounded at ſo marvelous a 
motion in the ſolar ſyſtem — and by authentt- 
cated accounts (ſoon following) hearing alſo, for 
whom the miracle was wrought, Baropocu-Ba- 
LAbax ſent ambaſſadors of congratulation, with 


preſents from Babylon, to ſo great a favourite of 


Heaven, Now—this attention, in ſo great a prince, 


ſo won upon Hezekiah's noble and unſuſpecting 


heart; that full of royal hoſpitality—full of thank- 
ful gratitude for the power and wealth, with which 


God had fo diſtinguiſhingly bleſt e 


may be added, ſome ſpecks of official and high- 
born pride, as little criminal as common and na- 
tural—and neglecting that caution ever neceſſary, 
when honeſt princes negotiate with perfidious neigh- 
bours— He ſhewed all his treaſures---and all his 
armoury: whilſt the crafty envoys of Baladan, 
were all the while noting the weak ſides of Iſrael 

-a ſtep which little minded and more fearful 
hearted princes contrive to avoid; uſually covering 
their timidity by a ſhadow. of political prudence · 
But | it ſo happened to Hezekiah God permitted, 
in his general providence, evil, from this quarter 
to ſpring forth upon the houſe of Judah: as the 
hiſtorian of the ſecond book of Kings* expreſſcth i * 
in tbe buſineſs of the — an dfn, God 251 


him, 
Ch. xxxii, 31. 
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He that be might try bim, and fee rough all 2 


heart. But ſurely, for that one offence — for that 
Angle ſtanding inſtance of gay princelineſs—call | it 


weakneſs—call it a wanton weakneſs, and Pl1 al- 


low it all—even though it bordered on that ſelf- 
ſufficiency which is apt to form a forgetfulneſs of 
God 
cent confidence as he lived to God's ſervice in 
the general courſe of his life; God would not with. 
draw his heavenly regard and grace from him: al- 
though in this ſublunary political piece of bulineſs, 
he had permitted his favourite prince to become 
an exemplary check to the too preſumptuous, and 


-yet ſurely—and I repeat it with all de- 


a beacon of humility, to the moſt highly advanced 


Either in power, wealth, or dignity. Purſue the 
hiſtory with candour, and we e ſhall have no reaſon 


to think otherways. 35 


The penman of the Book of the b eichicke is 
very ſevere on the memory of this king— charging 
bim with rude ingratitude to that God he had ſo 


zealouſly ferved "IR: who had fo gluriouſly te- 


warded the ſervice——- Hezekiah, ſays he, rendered 

not again, according to the benefit done unto him; for 
his heart was lifted up: therefore there was wrath 

| upon bim, and upon Fudah aud Jeruſalem. : And 
what that wrath was to be productive of, the re- 


T 2 Chronicles, Ch. xxxii. 25. 
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corder of the ſecond Book of Kings exactly de- 
ſcribes All thoſe flores which be bad ſhewn, 
ſays he, ſhould be carried into Babylon: and all the 
ſons which ſhould iſſue from him, as captives, ſhould 
become eunuchs in the palace of Baladan. 
Strange reverſe of things!—A moſt gloomy pic- 
ture of the all-cheering deity! God have 
| mercy on our own religious prince—and upon 
every honeſt, fearleſs ſon of Britain roo—if ſuch 
actions as theſe are regiſtered with ſuch deep co- 
lourings in Heaven When in peace with our 
own reſtleſs, faithleſs neighbours, ſhall we be ſo 
uncourtly as openly to ſuſpect the probity of an 
ambaſſadour—or pitifully hide from his eye, that 
which may deſerve a ſtranger's attention? — For 
ever forbid it, both glory and honour !——Byut 
what I ſhall offer in apology for Hezekiak——and 
for every ſinner too, amongſt ourſelves with reſpect 
to ſuch peccadillos (if a proteſtant miniſter dare to 
uſe ſuch a word) is the iſſue of the whole ſtory, as 
recorded in thoſe very books of the Acts and 
| chronicles of kings and great men mean con. 
cerning the accompliſhment of this prophecy, 
| acaiaht Iſrael ! in general, and the king's family i in 
particular. 


A ſtrange prediction was it but ſtranger 
$11), for a prince of Hezekiah's tender feelings, to 


2 Ch, XX. 17 and 18. 
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himſelf down contented with ſuch a ſpeech *@ as is 
told us of him, —'Tis well—* ſince God has 
„ promiſed me the Bleſſings of Peace and Truth, 
« during the remains of my ſhort Life, I am well [| 
© content,”* What? So very ind r about | 
the Mutilation of hisown Children: and all Judah, 1 
flaves in Babylon, with him—for a piece of idle 
vanity in himſelf? No. I will venture to ſay, Heze- 
kiah was no ſuch Man. We find not in the parallel 
paſſage of Iſaiah (a perſon in the higheſt degree 
of Inſpiration, and ſurely perfectly acquainted 
with the hiſtorical conſequences of his own Pre. 
diction) we find not, I ſay, the ſmalleſt intimation 
there, of any Wrath gone out from God againſt 
him; or even the ſmalleſt diſpleaſure from Hea- 
ven. The Prophet, in the Spirit, ſaw the Hoſpi- 
table reception of the Babyloniſh Envoys; and at 
the ſame time foreſaw. and predicted to the King 
the fatal conſequences via. that ſuch enterprizing 
Neighbours, would in time for the ſake of Ju- 
dah's riches, make a conqueſt of his Country 
Now in thoſe days, all reverſe of Fortune, was 
commonly attributed to divine diſpleaſure. And 
ſome ſhew of Reaſon had the Rabbi's and learned 
Caſuiſts among the Jews, during their long and 
. diſgraceful captivity, to give ſuch a turn to the 
| 1 prediction - atural too, fair and Proper, was it 


72 Kings, Ch. xx. 19. Laiah Ch. xxxix. 8. 
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14 in the Hiſtorian, inſpired with a neceſſary Venera- 
114 tion « of Truth (and this is all the degree or kind of 
Inſpiration, I can conceive needful in the hiſtori- 
cal parts of Scripture) to record alſo, with the 
Facts, the general ſentiments of the Nation, and 

the Rellections of their Learned Rabbi's upon the 
paſſage But Hezekiah who knew better than 
any andi in his own days (Iſaiah himſelf excepted) 
the force and ſpirit of the Propher, did hot in any 
ſhape or figure, either ſo perſonally of ſo literally 
underſtand the Prediction. Nor did it really fo 
turn out. He conſidered the meſſage, tho? ſent to 
him, yet ſent, as the Head and Repreſentative of 
the whole Nation —and that now Baladan would 

learn the great Wealth and perhaps the Weak- 
neſs of Judah, through his Envoys, the time 
would ſhortly come, tho* not in bis or his immedi- 
ate ſucceſſors days, that the Jewiſh Nation in gene- 

1/81 Tal would become Captive-Slaves in the Courts of 

1 the Kings of Babylon. Nor can, I help thinking, 

Wi | that i in this light alſo, ſhould be taken, part of my 

| | rext itſelf —þjs ſetting bis houſe in order — I mean 

1 that much of the affairs of the whole diſtracted na- 

| 1 tion and Houſe of Judah was comprehended in 

| | that of his own. And that the vaſt diſtreſs of 

5 18 Mind, which wrung from his Princely feelings 

T1 ſuch a flood of tears; was not ſo much for his 

; own parting with a Crown, as for the diſhonours 


he forefaw brooding over his Country and People, 
in 
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min having ſome unworthy ſucceſſor (as in truth 
it happened) to wear it after him. Mark the 
iſſue— and you will find the Falling; 6 * the 
Brophery on my lde. 9 1 
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I fon. Manaflah, wks well deſerved * 4 
u Slave in any Country whatever*—inſtead of 
this, ſpent. a moſt profligate reign of fiftyrſive 
Fears, without, controul from either Babylon or 


Aſyria, Hezekiah's grandſon, Amon, indecd. 
thro' his ahominable practices, was cut off in a | 


ſhort reign of two years: ſ but not by Baradoch- 
Baladan, but in a conſpiracy amongſt his own 
houſchold. . After kim, the great· grand ſon, the 
pious Joſiah, had an honourable reign of thirty. 
one years h Nor was it, till after his unparal- 
lcled reign of greatneſs that God turned his face | 
againſt the bouſe of Judah to fulfill the prophe- = 


cy of Iſaiah.— And then not for the infignifi- | g 
cant, courteous civility of Hezekiah to Baladan's ; j 
Envoys; but for the impious abominations-and 
; provocations of the profligate, Manafſah and his 

ſon Amon**—and. all the houſe of Judah and 

: Jeruſalem with him preciſely ſo expreſs'd. in 

PE the Chapter following my Text.++ All which 

g | ame in train, only in the diſtant reigns of tus 
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% Kings Ch. xxi. 1+ Ver. 19.—f Ver. 23.—5 Ch. zxii, 
n 98. — Ch. xxiii. 25.—“ “ Ver. 26 ir Ch. xxi. 11, 12. 
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ſueceeding ſons of Joſiah the great - grand - ſon, vit? 


Jehoahaz and Jehoiakim“ — carried to a great 
height in the reign of Jehoiachin, a great grand- 
ſon of Joſiah's ; and finally accompliſhed, and 
the City of Jeruſalem broken up, under Zede- 
kiah another grand-ſon of Joſiah. . And 


all this, through a courſe of no leſs than aft 
hundred and twenty five years. Nor was this 
deſtructive captivity brought upon Judah, on 
account of any criminality in our Good King 
Hezekiah— nor even ſolely for the abomina- 


tions of ſome branches of his Family; but chief. 


ly, and as we very circumſtantially find, in the 


ſecond book of Chronicles, I it was for the Abo- 
minations and ſacrilegious impieties, not of the 


Lay-tribes alone, but alſo in the chief of the 


Prieſthood themſelves who deſpiſed the Con- 
gregation of God, and wantonly mocked his 
meſſengers, till no remedy could be found, 


My Brethren ; from hence let us take cou- 
rage; and with unwearied induſtry continue in 
well doing: for though in the wilds of tempta- 
tion, not- one, but many infirmities reſulting 
from the weakneſs of our natures, be recorded 


againſt us; let but our ſincere ſtruggles againſt 


2 2 Kings, Ch. xxlii. 34.— f Ch. xxv. 4.—} Ch. xxxv1.” 
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world. 
ing Modu MEN is Virtue ! —— Do we call our 


eſtates by our names? See how oft the Records 
of Chancery make ſuch Legends a dead letter! 


E 
the power of ſin, be alſo derived from the more 
holy example of a ſuffering Jeſus— and we 


{hall have the aditional ſecurity of Faith in his 


iaterceſſion to ſecure our peace above, 


"Dives more, before we take leave of this | 
amiable Prince, Did Hezekiah weep bitterly 
at the proſpect of death and pray for life? 
perhaps the ſtore. houſes the cities the 
grand Aquaduct deſigned to carry the waters of 
Gihon in a ſtraight line to the city of David 
which he meant as monuments to perpetuate his 
own greatneſs to poſterity, were as yet unfiniſn- 
ed: and might become the recorders of the me- 


mory of dass Ni focceliir inſtead of his 
| feeble foundation for memory! And yet, natu- 
ral, my brethren, is it even for the beſt and 


moſt reſigned of men, to wiſh ſome praiſe 


worthy remembrance of them to remain in the 


But, O Remember the moſt laſt- 


Is it our families, and not our worth we prize? 
When revolutions ſhake even whole ſtates, how 


go monuments of the moſt antient and inuſtiouſ- 


* 2 Chr, Ch. xxxii. 30. 
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1 families give place to new · ſprung 


weeds in heraldry ? ? —— But ſuppoſe all ſhould 
move on in uninterrupted courſes ; ſtill cannot - 
the trumpet of either braſs or marble out · live the 
cruſh of Tims. — Sce! that animated ſculp- 
tire of a Hero {—tis true it has recorded in 
moſt lafling characters, the nobleſt feats of man: 


and may perchance be found praudly braving 
Heaven itſelf, when the ſhrill ſhock of the laſt 
trumpet, ſhall crumble the aſpiring profanity— 
bur as the gallant patriot beſtirs him from hy 
bed of duſt—like Balſhazzer*s hand writing on 
the wall—looking around for praiſe i—Agaſt 
he is frozen with a New Epitaph in judgment 
keareing Characters, 


HERE, lay once, the 
Wxũrren of 
Broop and IxTAur! 


Let our deeds be ſuch as Heaven not men, 
approve - and our memories then ſhall indeed be 
laſting : For God himſelf will erect for us eter- 
nal manſions, which in honourable reward of 
our religious worth and virtue, will continue to 
bloom, when Tims himlelf ſhall be 20 more! 


Need we further ſtretch the theme, to rouſe 
Nature on her poſt? As to Theory, I hope not. 


Nature is s generally attentive enough to her 
intereſts 
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intereſts—willing with alacrity to do her un 
when in her power ſomewhat however is 
further needed to recall reaſon into practice. 
Rxasom too often bewild'red in the infatuating 
glitter, of falſe pleaſure, and the eaſy miſtakes 
of counterfeit intereſt. We are all anxious, to 
leave to our families what they may need or de- 
ſerve at our hands and Chriſt himſelf in 
the goſpel has left us a ſweet example of this, 
in the tender ſympathy he had for his diſtreſſed 
mother. Gold or poſſeſſions he had none — nor 
cares had he but for his aged mother: and all 
his means lay in the benevolent breaſt of his fa- 
vourite diſciple, whoſe heart he knew he could 
truſt — and therefore loved the model ſo like 


his own——Take care of my mother, 


But though neither God, nor Chriſt his ſon, 
ſet any value on worldly goods—knowing that 
ſuch goods are valuable to us, he oft times gives 

us more than we do profitably uſe... The 
good things of life, are as the ſpreading fails of 
our navigation through it; and are therefore 
moſt intimately connected with the proſperity of 
the ſoul they muſt be ſo—for the greater 
Sew we ſpread, the greater is attention needed in 
the management : and according to the knows 
' Hedge we have in trimming and uſing them, ſuch 
will be our / in the ſqualls of buſtle and 

confuſion, 
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confuſion, 
which can hardly ſhew more than one poor ſail 


tC 38 } 
And hence too, the ſmalleſt bark 


through all her voyage, is oft times found the 
happier——no great figure, indeed, can ſhe cut 
in the ſea of life—and no great degree of plea- 
ſure, can be expected, on that unſtable ocean, 


| When ſo ſcantily provided for, in times of Peril: 


bur by a prudent and watchful attention, ſhe 
gains the happy deſtin'd ſhore, much earlier of- 


ten than thoſe who by their lofty crouded ſhew, 


are apt to be baffled in the faireſt weather—or 


drove aſtern by currents, which in the multipli- 
city of gay parade, run too deep for the buſy ta 


attend to and hence it is, I ſay, that reaſon 
needs oft times to be called to labour, when 
nature has done her part. 


The "ION a > Reaſon's charge ! 


Our laſt and greateſt care, is for our ſouls 


_ that they may be properly recommended for a 


heavenly acceptance, when the gates of another 
world open, for our admittance and our 


text ſpeaks as pointedly to every one in this ſul- 


try zone; as it did heretofore to the King of 
Judah-——and often more certainly too 
amazed are we indeed, to ſee the weekly bills 
of Northern Mortalities : frightful and full the 
catalogue 
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Eralippe of low—but ſure 1 "darts; with 
which the grim archer has there filled up his 
quiver and which to 4s, under the abſorbing 
influence of a warmer ſun, are diſeaſes known 
by 1 name alone But God preſerve us all | We 
are not without enough, to urge the neceſſity of 
a moſt ſerious recolletian the ſudden— 
ſecret calls to putrid inſenſi bility, in which we all 
in general die: not to mention the frequent a- 
larms, by paralitick and apoplectick ſtrokes 
the almeſt univerſal ſtolen march of death, by 
fudden attacks upon the brain, either im wild, or 
5 ſtupif ying affection; that few know—or. Know- | 
ing ſhew any ſort o anxiety, either concerning 
the ſetting their houſes in order here, or the ad- 
juſting their ſouls for, hereafter But alive 
in one moment: and before we can Pray G 
bleſs us—hurried to eternity! 


See 1 the king of terrors laughs at the 
prince of pleaſures !_ ſpreading an everlaſt- 
ing darkneſs, over all the beauties and glories 
of life —his very breath corrupts every pomp 
and ſplendour of pageantry —impurity, diſguiſed 
under .the deſpotic maſk of power, may Ragd 
lordlily .before. him but this foul blowing 
breach of his, waving aſide the ermin'd. robes ; ; 
Aandeur ſhrinks into native netking let Land 
haughty 


(4 1 
haughty blood is ſeen to mingle with diſgrace: 
'O! Let us not then dream away our untertain 
reſpite, in the purſuit of idle happineſ mere 
| names—uleleſs power—and ttoubleſome poſſeſs 
ſions: nor let us think the looſe, vile, honour- 
able finnet happy—becauſe the priace of the 
world, is Pleaſed to ſmile upon him—O ! ra- 
ther ſtrive. to gain a ſeat in that bleſt region, 
where real goodneſs rob'd in the beauty of yy 


is the only giorp 


To neglect HE ſetting our 4 tus in order; my 
dear friends, and in chat work the buſineſs of 
our ſouls ; while we are in health and eafe, is a 
neglect of the moſt alarming nature. Reflect 
only on our daily experience of things 
mark well, the manners of every rank of- FTI 
in this airy, elevating atmoſphere—obſerve the 
allurements to gaity—the charms in gair=the 
' temptations in, honours whither civil or military 
—the attachments we all have to diſtinctions i in 
dreſs and equipage and to theſe add, not only 
all our gay weakneſſes, but many vices alſo of 
inveterate habit which make up a large part of 
our account: And reaſon muſt tell us, 
they are difficulily to be parted with—and- by 
uncamman. reſolution only, are they to be 
brought under ſubjection. And this diſagrees 
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able violence done to nature, through an un« 
wearied diligence and aſſiduity in well-doing, 
will very eaſily convince us—if we are to be 
convinced—that when performance is expected, 
reſolving only, will never do the buſineſ 
nor will the diſtractions of a few laſt moments, 
purge us of guilt, or prove a ſeaſon to exerciſe 
the many Chriſtian Graces, neceſſary to make us 
meet partakers with holy ſpirits in glory, || 


Set thine houſe in order, for thou ſhalt die. | 


Time would fail me, to enter into any diſplay 
of our faſhionable infidelities; and our deliberate 
neglelifulneſs of God; ſo much in oppoſition to 
this fare-wel preparation. I will not now inſiſt 

upon thoſe holy Hours of life, in which our inti- 
macy with heaven—our acquaintance with God 
or love for Chriſt is carried on- -l will not 
at this late hour, offer to your contemplation the 
enrapturing hours of private-devotion, without 
which the very doors between us and the cham- 
bers of eternal peace, muſt hang ruſty on their 
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F hinges ; giving us, as it were, an unwilling and 
unfriendly welcome———an entrance, at beft 
(and common ſenſe muſt allow it) to ſome of the 
f Joweſt and leaſt reſpected abodes, in God's pate 
nal manſions———— give theſe topics only a 
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place in your reflections: and I ſhall purſue my 
plan—the idea held out to us by the prophet—- 
that a proper conducting the affairs of this life is a 
very ſerious requiſite to enter well upon the jin- 
heritance of the next. And truly, our own 
houſes and their concerns, is methinks argument 
enough to rouſe any thoughtful—reaſonable | 
mind who ſees not with all his prudence, when 
they may tumble like a houſe of cards about our 
ears! 


But there lies the bane of reaſon—a thought- 
leſs liſtleſſneſs, infecting the principal powers 
both of ſoul and body, is, as I have ſaid, the 

grand deſcaſe of our climate: for when 
the one is overcharged (and it matters not which 
is the ſpring; the twin companion, ſinks as it 
were by infatuation————a martyr to which fell 

the preſent lamentable object of our mourning ! 
The cares of his government——the dangers 
of the late alarming rebellion,* which required 
from him a moſt ſharp ſighted attention—work- 
ing together with ſome other corroding cares, 
which affected his generous ſoul, —overwhelm'd 

him hen, had his mind been earlier at 
eaſe, his natural conſticution, which ſtruggled 
alone, and unaſſiſted, for theſe fix long dreary 


® Sec the Appendix, 
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weeks, had conquered the diſeaſe—— — yet not, 


my brethren, an example ſo dearly bought to this 
iſland . be loſt upon his friends 


Fortune, makes us often, and we know not 
how 
as by day: and having often more than we can 


attend to- the trouble of ſetting our houſe in 


that order which reaſon can approve—aPppears to 


our indolent mind, ſo manifold and intricate, 
that we put it off from one attack to another 


and from days to years— till from our- 


ſelves, it is at laſt turned over to executors—of- 


ten as indolent as ourſelves. O deed moſt foul ! 
—moſt baneful in effect! Baneful even to 


thoſe, who have themſelves alone their own 


families only to ſtruggle for — but many 
here—in ſultry regions like ours, where death 
makes ſuch havock amongſt families and friend- 
dreadful to the mind many here, I ſay, 
have been left fathers to the fatherleſs, and 
huſbands to the widow——executors for the 
fair management and order of other houſes and 


ſhip 


eſtates beſides their own ——therr own accounts 
too, perhaps, left in confuſion : and to ſer all 


to order (when the Index is gone) the very mar- 


row and ſubſtance of the cleareſt and moſt opu- 
lent poſſeſſions, inſtead of yielding bread to the 


orphan, or drying up the widow's tear, are fre- 


F 2 quently 


ſhe pours in her bounties by night 
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quently deluded, if not wantonly thrown, inta. 
the huge ſweeping vortex of law——and all 
her waſteful train! conſiderations, which well 
may make us turn our faces to the wall ——— 


and even wring from reflection's eye, tears of 
blood ! | 


But there are others, though leſs | in order, not 
leſs in conſequence to the general quiet. 
our debts of ſmaller kind little items! the 
richeſt citizen, often muſt owe abroad, in pri- 
vate—and belike in poor corners too: but ſo 
contracted, that our deaths may leave them irre-: 
coverable, ——— The poor, here, can often 
vouch for this often are ſuch ſmall item'd 
accounts, owing to ſuch needy, hard-working 
neighbours ; that they are obliged, ſilently to 
ſir down under their firſt loſs, rather than thro? 
the ravenous fees of formal juſtice, leave them- 
ſelves on one hand, deſtitute of preſent ſuſtenance z 
or perhaps in the ſequel, riſque the future favours 
of the ſurviving heirs. O conſider this ye men of 
God's treaſury !——ye who are bleſſed with the 
means - conſider, that by ſuch neglects in the 
ſelling of your houſs in order, you may be the 
prime cauſe of diſabling others from being Juſt, 
where they honeſtly would—and in the end, 
may have the diſpair of ſome, and the infamy of 
others, in ſtreets and bighways laid to your eter. 


nal charges 
O Py 
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0 my children! how could I here, harrow 


up your ſouls were I to embitter your minds 


with the recollection of the goſpel reſtitution, 


where neglects of this kind may have crept inte 


Our accounts. 


Ho feſtering then, to the 


feeling heart, the tender picture - where he ſees, 
that by denyizg,—nay even by indolently procraſti- 


nating, common bare juſtice to a poor neighbour z 
many of the ill habits and vices, a miſled world 


ſhall in him condemn-=nay perhaps, ſhall puniſh 
with limb or life: ſhall have been, not only the 


immediate but the not-to-be-guarded-againſt 


fette of that injuſtice the unfortunate culprit has 


10 recently met r on us. 


God ſeems to have left this buſineſs muck 
to ourſelves - We may make what uſe of life 


we will—'tis in our hands. But reaſon declares, 


that if we make not of it, a ſtate of probation 


—when death ſhall call—it will moſt aſſuredly 


be, to a court of retribution ! when all our 
meaſures of good and evil, which we may have 
dealt unto the world, will be ſet forth to public 


view- 


and full amends be made the oppreſſed, 


death-bed merits can blind his omniſcient eye 
for then, vain will be the claim of the wages 
of an eleventh hour's labour, when after frequent 


ang preſſing calls to the vineyard they have idly 


neelefied 
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neg lected or proudly refuſed to put themſelves in 
order, till the ſound of twelve begins the alarm. 
O happy! happy then, the ſoul who ſhall have 
ſo ſettled his worldly affairs, that when his fatal 
Knell is heard——and when death's glare hath 
ſtruck acroſs his gliſs'ning ſight, —he may have 
nothing left to do—but fix them, with his 
thoughts, on God—and die | 


Where the tree falls there will it lie no half- 
way-houſe for church or prieſt to lodge our ſouls 
in, by the path; till they can have maſſed or 
purged our fins away—the inſtant in which 
Lazarus dies, angels carry his ſoul to Paradiſe : 
and the moment the eyes of Dives is ſhut in the 
body, the next ſcene opens on the ſtage of tor- 
ment—The gracious rewarder of good, doth 
not with us, as we, with one another; in idle, 
unmeaning promiſes— call again—and again to 
morrow, for the reward of labour. No- the 
Sun ſets not on our accounts: but the race once 
run, the crown of victory is the inſtant on the 
brow- when ſhame and ignominy will as 
| ſuddenly overwhelm the careleſs runner; who 

ventured on the courſe, without ſo much as 


braiding up the hair, or quitting the incum- 
bering robes of gay attire. 


Suffer 


(#5 — 


Suffer, my dear Flock, theſe truths, to recall 


reflection! Pardon your feryant, if in this chair 


his zeal (in the preſent decayed ſtate of religion 
amongſt us) ſhalt wiſh to make you into action. 


O! Let us not be amuſed with miſerable ſpecu- 
lations like to thoſe of Corinth, who want- 
ed more to know—how the dead are to be raiſed 
and with what bodies they ſhall come, than in 

what plight the ſoaring mind, after her long ſub. 
tunary fiight—ſhall be able to gather up her 


pinions, and ſettle her foot with ſafty upon a 
pure and untried region! 


Eaſy is it for the e to be copious - or 


captious on death large fields there are for ei- 


ther — but alas ! to the practical chriſtian— 


ſnort very ſhort is the theme — SE THE 


Housk IN ORDER, FOR THOU SHALT DIE 
And what ſhall this conſcious I, be then? 
O God! for a bleſſed aſſurance in ſuch a queſ- 
tion — for then, the why's—and how's—and 
where's—and when's will avail that point but 
little. 


When on the ocean of life, every occurence of 


the voyage — even the ſmalleſt obſervations are 
objects of attention, and frequently lead to highs 


eſt conſequences our checks our currents 
our 
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Lay 
dur favourable, and our adverſe gales, are all in 
turn to be noted: and noted for the general 


Iſſue, | We are not upon a bluſtring day to 


grieve alone our loſs of pleaſuring—but rather 
carefully to calculate what ground we loſe ; that 
when better times ſhine forth, inſtead of giving, 


up ourſelves to wanton ſecurity, we may rather 


firſt make up that way we've loſt——for when 
we approach the doubtful lying ſhore ;—and ſee 
the many reefs and fearful breakers, threatening 
deſtruction every where: how, we have kept our 
reckonings ; and whereabouts we are—will be 


the portant, awful point ! 


What avails thee, here, my gay friend, the 
ſplendor of thy luſcious couch the ſoftneſs 


of its pleaſures— the pamp'ring delicacies 


on thy table —or all thoſe fields and villas, 


which called by thy name adminiſter to thy rank 
and oſtentation? They are no more to thee, than 
the ſurveyor's plate upon the wall! 


What avails thee, the charms of beauty the 
enchantments of delicate ſymmetry or the 
muſic of a ſoft inrapturing finger. when 
all are drenched in the cold, wintered ſweats at 
Death ? 5 


What 
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What are all thy pompous honours, my friend 
of rank and dignity ? ? What are thy powers and 


wealths and worlds and world's affairs now— 
when all thy boaſt—thy honour incircled brow 
thy robes of dignified reſpet—thy political 
authority, which hath ſubjected the lives and 


fortunes of thy fellow ſubjects to thy award? 


when all cannot prolong thine own, the ſhort 


reprieve of a fingle moment! 


And what r it thee, my philoſo- : 
pher, the thouſand queſtions of the curious. 
the various modes of ſubtile nature, eloquently _ 
turn'd to interweave our vices with our virtues; 
and make a right of wrong—ingrafting ſin, up- 
on the choice ſtocks of pleaſure: And all that 
deceitful modification and bordering of the du- 


ties of the ſoul, upon the vicious feelings of the 


| body—till like the ſkillful painter in his ſhades, 
you are enamoured with a fair and brilliant ſhew, 
that vaniſheth upon the touch ! What availeth 
thee, thy ill ſpent time, in trying to pervade 
and and pierce behind that vail, which infi- 
nitude has drawn high acroſs, to barrier down 
thy finite inquiries ? — 
| ſhadow— 


— Werg 


tis all the painters | 
while the real tide and current of 
inattentive life, is overſnooting the port, which 
is ne'er to be regain'd ! 
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Were we indeed, under. papal colours 
could our priefts by indulgencies ſecure our 


lives; or even regain the ground we ole: : then 


indeed might we hke "le paſſengers look a- 


broad in ſpeculation; and divert our imagina- 
tions, with many a curious queſtion, upon the 
opening proſpects as they paſs but when as 


Proteſtants, we are placed centinels at the 
wheel — the helm put into our own hands- 
and our holy chart and compaſs ſpread fair before 
us when by theſe, we cannot be ignorant, 


that no true Pleaſure can life yield, till the dan- 
gers of death are guarded againſt——what in 


life, I ſay, ſhould tempt us, at the time of i jeo- 


pardy!— the awful hour of trial — hard 


upon our port and yawning dangers threat n- 


ing all around; to be inquiſitive for aught,— *# 
but where to drop our anchor ? 


5 my children ! to toll to paſs. the dark, 
narrow, gloomy windings of the rocky channel 
to eternity through "which, 'tis as we ſhall 
ſteer, we are marr'd or made for ever—— makes 
this a buſineſs of too ſerious a nature to be 
huddled over amidſt the many diſtracting cir- 
cumſtances of a death-bed-ſcene: when the 
fondeſt hopes our phyſician can bring, may drop 
from our  enfeebled fingers; and to-morrow's 


dawn 
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4 dawn may ſee us huddled away ——our pamper: 
5 ed carcaſs to the grave and our ſouls 
x the Lord knows where! e 
3 Theſe are gloomy thoughts, my friends 
2 25 But there's a ſorry ſight, that pleads 
A in my excule ! 

* O natural is it for man, to ſtand aghaſt 
5 and ruminate on his own mortality, when he ſees 
n bis fellow creature In the cruel fangs of the 
R common tyrant and this alas, is not one 
d of his uſual bios... bee i 
5 corps, that might methinks have claimed ſome 
— marks of dignified reſpect but kings we 
ſee, and beggars are with him alike ! 5 

* This gentleman, born of a noble race 
el whoſe antient family had early rights to marſhal 
I authority ; and educated himſelf under the 
28 lordly flag of Great Britain: he ſeems as if 
'e marked out by Providence, to fill the command 
5 he did for enrich'd by nature, with a clear 
bh mind, a ſteady judgment, and an HONEST HEART) 
p he has been thrown upon a ſtage of action, which 
55 required a full diſplay of every mental power, 
'D Jan's to an activity of body. 
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As a Jvpor; diſintereſted Uprightne/s, with 
an unconquerable averſion to every ſpecies of 
diſhonourable practice in the lau, has gained 
it is well known - almoſt the idolatry of every 
citizen. And as a GoVvER NOR; his integrity to the 


King, and his fidelity to this country, did fo go 


hand in hand, that Harmony and blyth con- 
TENT have in a peculiar manner ſmooth'd each 


jealous look of pariy———and every latent 


ſeed of faftion and political diſcontent: finca he 
hath ſtecred our helm of ſtate, have as it were 


been gradually loſt, in the orowing voice of a 
public and general confidence, 


But here, muſt I reluctantly quit my fub- 
ject the modeſt dignity of this chair, 
from whence I ſpeak, forbids me to deſcend 
2 him into the unbending hours of private 
life II come to bury Sir BAs IL, not to praiſe 
him— and nothing now remains, but the 


laſt, ſad | obſequies o ofer his grave! 


Sweetly ſoft, and modeſt as the cherub's gold- 
en wire, let the Guardian-Seraphs ſing his ſocial 
praiſe - but brilliant and clear be the Angel 
trumpets blaſt, that bears his public virtues, ta 
the world #S Yvon Surv E300 cg 
me now, cach friendly eye to cloſe this ſolemn 
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ſcene. And hence——for ever hence be 
baniſhed the ungenerous——the heavy heel of 
murd'ring malice, who could wiſh to keep 
unburied from this grave, the ſmalleſt ſpeck of 
what was mortal in him. 4 ME N. 
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On Monday the 21ſt of Oftober 1776, an elegant entertainment 


was given at the Long-Room, by the inhabitants of St. Jago 
de la Vega, and the Pariſh of St, Catherine to his Excellency 
the Governor: upon which occaſion the following compliment 


was paid him, by one of the * of the Town 
and Pariſh. 


S 1 R, | 
et E RE we to acknowledge this conde- 
( ſcending mark of your excellency 3 
8 favor in the manner moſt. acceptable to 
<« yourſelf we ſhould: paſs over your adminiſtra- 
tion with ſilent gratitude and with-hold every 
other expreſſion of ſatisfaction and attach- 
« ment, than what may be expected to reſult 
from a feſtivity honoured with your preſence 


« but, we fear, it would ill become us to 


of Jy your private diſpoſition, by a ſeeming 
< jnattention to the claim of your public charac- 
ter: and preſume, therefore, on this occaſion, 
to act more from a ſenſe of what we owe, 
„ than of what your e wiſhes to re- 
| 2 ceive. 
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1 Fermit us, then, at this convivial meeting ; 
it held in commemoration of a late conſpiracy, 
t averted and ſuppreſſed by your timely care and 
activity, to intimate the bleſſings; which, as 
* citizens and ſubjects, we enjoy under your 
<<, government a government, where, the 


judicial and executive authority, have been 
* ſucceſsfully directed to the ends for which they 


& were intruſted here, uniform wiſhes to 


promote our intereſt and felicity have been 


* uniformly ſeconded, with talents and affidu- 


© ity to affect them where, the laws have 


been permitted to rule, and legal prerogative 
has never been exerted, but to give them their 


4 proper force and influence. and where, 
& good ſenſe and good principles have left political 


management (the wretched and flimſey cover- 


be ing of "Os and OE a unat- 
Gaps age”. FS; 


0 At the * an 3 when a people's 
« « thanks, are likely to be; proclaimed by a peo- 


« Þle;s voice, we ſhall decline offering to your 
20 Excellency the further tribute of a few indivi- 


«* duals; and detain you only to expreſs our 


c wiſhes that you may long continue to en- 


« joy the reflected honour and happineſs of a 
* ;uſt and beneficent adminiſtration,” 


— 


0 3 9 
* = Ta 


2 

To which his Excellency was plea t9; return ; 

= er e tes do ababoog 
; |» Groruemun, We 

« Words can but ill PPE what I todo oh 15 

* _— this very hotiourable teſtimony of the 

* good opinion; you are pleaſed to entertain of 

* my adminiſtration—ſuffice it for me to aſſure 


you, the happineſs and proſperity of this iſland 


« is my firſt wiſh; and the continuance of the 


re public eſteem and eee _ an 1 
* orcateſt- pride, 4 5 | 


& +; ' 


„ @& we * 


„The Keen e e put upon my 
conduct, is chiefly owing. to the very good ad- 
vice I have been furniſhed with: to which, and 
© the ſpirited behaviour of the whole commu- 
« nity, in the time of the late danger, I am 
more eſpecially indebted for the credit given 


me, in the ſuppreſſion of the conſpiracy and 
« the reftoration of the public tranquil lit. 


= 


As I have never ſhrunk from the cares and 


e anxieties attending my ſtation ; fo will Lever 


« moſt cordially enjoy the ſocial and convivial 
hours that I may paſs, amongſt a people 1 
* have ſuch reaſon to love and reſpect.” | 
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At pronouncing this laſt paſſage, foi the real 
PR of a fecling heart, a tear found its 
way to his eye: and the affecting difficulty with 
which he uttered them, ſhed ſuch a luſtre over 
his ſentiments, that there was not a member of 
that brilliant entertainment, but at that moment 
n to have * him to his boſom. 

Bis 8 had en "this. time e various 
addreſſes from the pariſhes of the iſland more 
immediately affected by the conſpiracy—amongſt 
which, in that of the pariſh of St. Elizabeth is 
the ane n 
| 6 That the 8 arbiter, may Joog pre- 

bc: 6 ferve your Excellency, in the enjoyment of 
thoſe bleſſings which flow from the uprightneſs | 
„ your adminiſtration, is the: fervent. wiſh of a 
people, whole hearts are deeply impreſſed with 
*the'ſenſe of the important advantages, they de- 
rive from your Excellency's wiſe and impartial 
government, which has conciliated the minds of 
© 2 the inhabitants in the iſland, and rendered 


7 


N this, the æra of ne and true felicily : 


And in the addreſs of St. Anii's is the fol- 
lo wing 


- w We 


* 
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= We beg leave particularly to offer you,” at 
<* this time, our warm and fincere thanks fot 


e the great attention and ſpeetly relief you were 


< pleaſed to grant to the remote part of your” 
« yernment, the pariſh of Hanover, when threat- 


c ened with the moſt dreadful calamity=an' in- 


4e tended inſurrection of the ſlaves. At the eve 


© of experiencing this worſt of evils—in all the 


te dreadful horrors of expectation, on the depar- 


* ture of our troops and ſhipping (as the ſignals 
e of rebellion) we have ſeen ourſelves at onee 


e reſtored to internal ſafety, by the provident 
* care and active conduct of your Excellency. 


„We hope long to feel the happy effects of 


« your Excellency's prudent and wiſe meafures:— 


And the martial ſpirit-which your vigilant. at- 


ce tention has diffuſed throughout all ranks of 
de the militia, will we doubt not inſure to us a 


Bs proſperous ſeries of peace and tranquillity, 


6 That Heaven may ſhower down its blell. 


rings upon your Excellency; and crown your 
* adminiſtration with every ſucceſs, is the ardent 
* wiſh of a people, who have erected in their 
« hearts a laſting monument, to your wiſdom, 


6 Juſtice, and wy eh government,” 


His ſucceſſor Gen, Dalling, in his . to 


a the aſſembly, after his death, ſay — 


= oh 


6 
28 «& 1 is indeed an arduſous taſe to. dapphy the 


10 my beſt e en, ſhall. not be 
< wanting; and I feel on this occaſion my diffi- 
< dence ſome-what abated, when. Jreflect, that 
my intentions may be ak 9 ; aim 
* 1 be eee "os 


1 ee” the ſembly i in "tile anſwer, deal, «> 
his Excellency's en in this andi 
nee IS 0 

40 It i is: wink uhcommjoti. pre I we "Wool on 
40 the death of Sir Baſil Keith His zeal and 
« unytaried aſliduity to the great duties of his 
office, have left an impreſſion on owr minds, 
ec that cannot eaſily be eraſed: and we flatter 
« ourſelves, that he will ever #ve in the remem- 
« brance of a people, to whoſe heppinels he has 
40 ſo much * Fl 


To als 3 tellimonie; of Sir Baſil's 
worth and merit—I may add the MoxnuMENT 
to perpetuate his memory, by the yote of this 
aſſembly to be erected oyer his grave, in the 
chancel of St, Jago de la Vega. For which they 
voted 300 guineas—but fearing this ſum would 
not fully anſwer their wiſhes, in procuring a 
monument equal to the high value they ſet on 
the 


6679) 
the memory of ſo diſtinguiſhed a favourite, in a 
few days after they voted the further ſum of 
200 guineas—And, ordered the following modeſt 


but ſignificant inſcriptjon to be engraven on it: 


Sacred to the Memory of 
Sir Bas1L KerTH, Knt. Governour of Jamaica; 
who departed this Life on the x5th day of June 1777. 
In the Duties of his Office, he was Aſſiduous; 
Wiſe and nt! in the Adminiſtration of Juſtice: 
| A Friend to Mankind; 
and a Father to the People over whoin he Preſided. 


. Monument was erected by the Aſſembly to tranſmit to Poſterity 4 


The Gratitude of the People of this Iſland, 
for the Happineſs they Enjoyed, 
Vnder his Mild and Upright Government. 
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